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W Hether Few or Many, to you*only 
are the following pages addreſſed. A be- 
nevolent i is extended to all, but it is 
beyond the piety of St. Anthony to preach 
to the Dead. But my addreſs is with that 
latitude, in which the character requires 
to be underſtood, when applied to ſuch 
creatures as Men, and eſpecially in ſo com- 

pliant an age as the preſent. . To be abſe- 

lutely : anſpotted in a world of triumphant 

Folly and Vice is hardly to be expected 
. 3 | from 


Wo 
from any one; to retain @ principle of In- 
tegrity, a mind that is acceſſible to the 
pleadings of Virtue and Happineſs, is I 
truſt within the reach of ſome in every 
walk of life. Perhaps you are more nume- 
rous hun the preſent face of things pro- 


miſs, and you need only to be called forth 


and united in order to miniſter that benefit to 


yon vountry, which ſhe afes at your hands; 


-anduwhich, if not from: yours, from no other 
be cum rereive. To ſummon you ro this glb- 
rious aid is ſuperfluous ; for if the impend- 
ing rum of whatever is ſacre in the: eyes 
of God and Man be not a ſiuſicient ſtimulus 
"fo all your good 11fhes andendeavours, will 
not proveke you to ſtep forth into public 


view, be character of boneſiy is ed from 


this land, and this addreſs bur none ro 


whom it is directed. But to unte you's 


07e 


n 9 * bs 'E : 
25 . n 2 Sai er DOSH ents LEAR » 
's „„ * . Wh We. 25 . 5 JJ ( ae end age Ld Se ; 


EI n eee 9 » 
+ SANE — N ES AE: en 4 
* IN 8 RICE Short nonr Dont iu FIea 
1 R Nt 8 r 
I 3 o ad. STEP 
GA OI aan 42 FA erg B 
e 3 $98 


. 
7 


5 vii ) 


one body, acting with one foul, and aiming 


at the public good in one welledirected and 


ſteady courſe, is the difficulty. Accuſtomed 
as the Many are to move under ſome leaders 
of Juperior flatios and character, it is in- 
deed a difficulty to ſay, to whom in the 


higher walks of life you ſhould lift up your 
eye, or who of ditinguifhed rank with a 


generous and virtuous ſoul are diſpoſed to 


invite and marfhal you under their banners. 


Andto think of uniting in any other way, is 


. perhaps but a viſionury ſcheme. In a ſociety 


familiariſed to the diſtinction of ranks, the 
condeſcenſion and concurrence of the Great 
4, 1 fear, the only poſſible cement of the 


f nore equal multitude, and neceſſary to give 


ability and dignity to their movements. 


But as you deſpair of finding ſuch leaders, 
it may be that they deſpair equally of you, 


3 and 


( vin 
end it is only wanting that you be made 
known to each other. If all therefore, 

'- whom at this moment the diſgrace of their 

country tortures almoſt to madneſs, were 

but to aſſume a Coat of the Same colour ; 

it would be a declaration of the common 

ſentiment which animates you all, it would 

point out to every man his fellow, and excite 

that mutual attractionand confidence which 

would enable you to lift up your heads, and 

daſh to the ground the inſolence of the 

un principled, of the aſſaſſins of their coun- 

try. There is a Coat, which you may 

afſume, which unbluſhing vice cannot ridi- 

cule, nor all the jealouſy of power dare to 
| = malign as the badge of faction; and that 
7s the C oat of decent, ſober, temperate 
manners ; an oblinate ſe ſe paration from all 
thoſe exceſſes, which in the confuſion of 
| private 
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( ix ) 
private charaer have led to that Profi- 
tation of public character as a Briton ts 
amazed to look at, as he never thought to 
have known but in the page of Roman 
Hiſtory. TI putting off this Coat, and 
being inſen/ibly ſeduced thereto, one and 
all alngſt, by thoſe arts, which intereſted 
vice knows too well to ſpread, you have. 
pulled on your own heads that d. Arg and 
ruin which you Anl. under; in quitting 
that Simplicity and originality of manners 
which in better times was the character of 
an En gliſhman, and humbling your ftub- 
born virtue, you have rendered it no longer 
a dangerous thin g to trample on the JP 

of Engliſhmen. . 
They who yet mean and wiſh well 
therefore, muſt give unconteſted evidence 


of their meaning by one bold and manly ſlep, 
: T * 


1 | 

| by returning to the character of their Fa- 
 thers, if they hope to leave to their Sons any 
part of that valuable inheritance which 
themſelves received. M ithout this, I tell 
you plainly, your Patriotiſm, whatever you | 
may yet think it to be, is @ childiſh Bubble, 
which your wiſer Enemies are rejoiced to 

fee you amuſed with. But once break 
from their magic round of Foolery and Vice, 
and they will reſpe#, they will fear you. 
2 hen zf there be any Jample and generous | 
honeſty among the Great, they will Eno 
whom they have to turn fo, that they have 
| Men, the tone of whoſe minds is not broken 
down, whoſe perſeverance may be truſted 
to in the hour of manly exertion, whoſe 


character will give a dignity to every mea- 


fare they may purſue. 


To 


62 
E perunde you to this is the hading 
vi which the author of the following 
diftourſs bad chiefly in bis eye, as he faw 
no other ground on which the Genius of 
England wwould deign to raifs her dejeSted 
fandard: and for this reafoh he has ſer 
himſelf fo particularly to epeſe that rhing 
called Faſhion; that ptoreft and moſt con- 
temptible Idol to whith Man ever bowed, 
and which an honeſt B riton : with all the 
fatal experience of the u. Jchie of which foe 
has ſpread, will fſeorn again 20 bow fo 
even in the verigſt trifle. Diſcrimination 
of charafter is the one thing now wanted, 
and this diſcrimination muſt be marked by 
an oppoſition of manners, in order to be 
depended on. But while we admit an ima- 
ginary law, which compels us to wear the 
fame appearance, to dance the ſame round 


= 


xii) 


of pleaſure, to meet in the ſame follies, the 
ſame exceſſes, and even att the hypocrite. 


in virtue, none knows the wiſe From the 
fool, the honeſt from the knave. The com- 
merce of amuſement with the very men 
m we deſpiſe, and politically hate, the 


vicious complaiſance which in this commerce 


we muſt prattiſe, relaxes all ſeubborn ir- 
tue, all ſtern oppoſition, and we are hal, if 
aſhamed. in public of the virtuous thoughts 


which the cloſet inſpired. 


Ariſe then, and b be doing what becomes - 


the honeſty of your intentions, and theLord 
be with you, F arewell, 
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1 Chron. xxii. 16. 


—Ariſe therefore, and be doing, 
and the Lord be with thee. 


Wr are again aſſembled for the 
profeſſed purpoſe of deploring our na- 
tional ſins, and deprecating the divine 
diſpleaſure and puniſhment, Heaven 
heard us not in the former inſtance, it 
rejected our prayer; accumulated diſ- 
treſs calls for repeated humiliation, and 
we muſt once more make the experi- 


ment, if a face of public ſorrow will 
move to compaſſion an offended Deity. 


But is God to be ſoothed with words, to 
be catched with a ſolemn parade? Other 


ſervices conciliate his favour, and the 


regular piety and ſober virtue of one 
„ B righteous 
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righteous man prefents a more accept- 
able offering to his holineſs, than the 


ſupple abaſement of ten thouſand ſin- 


ners, who will lick the duſt to-day, and 


to-morrow will return to their former 
pollutions. We have no confeſſion now 
to make, no petition now to prefer, 
more ſerious, more intereſting than 
what were ſent up to the God of Mercy 


and Bleſſing ſo many months ago. And 


are we met again preciſely on the ſame 


ground, as if we expected every thing 


from the hand of God, but knew of no 


performance on our part as the prelude 
to his mercy? Were we ſincere in our 


former humiliation; and might it not 
have been expected that in this long in- 
terval we ſhould have exhibited fome 
proof of our being the proper objects of 
the divine compaſſion ; that we ſhould 
have made fome ſtep towards that refor- 


mation, which is the teſt of true repent- 


the e condition of forgiveneſs, and 
without 


SG 


without which our religion is but 
mockery, and our ſhew of contrition an 
inſult on his holineſs ? But who will ay 
for us, that this well-looking fruit of 
repentance has even put forth its bud ; 
much more that it has advanced to any 
maturity, ſo as toencourage us to appear 
again before the divine preſence, with 
the hope of being more favourably 
heard. Be our cauſe, or the cauſe of 
our alienated brethren what it will ; no 
Second Faſt which comes with no Peace- 
offering in its hand, no intermediate 
abſtinence from one public, one private 
vice, ought to be acted before that ve- 
nerable Being, who has viewed us all 
the while; to whom Sin is the one abo- 
minable thing, and who will doubly 
puniſh the abhorred mixture of ſeeming 
penitence, and determined offence, 


But we are ſummoned by high autho- 
rity ; authority which it becomes us to 
B 2 reſpect. 


„ 
reſpect, even when the laws do not en- 
force obedience: and we preſume, that 
this authority does not act counter to 
the will of the whole legiſlature. I aſk 
then our Great Ones, if they have held 
forth the leſſon of reformation to their 
humbled Country? In the interval be- 
tween the firſt and this ſecond Faſt, is 
there one notorious act that a friend to 
virtue can lay his hand upon, in which 
our Superiors have manifeſted a ſpirit 
that accords with the penitent language 
of the Proclamation? They have invoked 
the nation to return to God; and have 
they who before neither poſſeſſed, nor 
aſpired to the reputation of religious cha- 
racter, have they ſet the example of turn- 
ö ing to religion and her ſober duties; have 
= they been the firſt to enter the deſerted 
| temples, and in the whole courſe of piety 
| made an honourable amends for the ne- 
glect, the inſults which religion charges 
do their account? To this call for na- 
— 36 tional 
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tional ſorrow, in which our Great Ones 
are ſuppoſed to be the movers, have the 
vices of the Great paid even the compli- 
ment of veiling their deformity ; of hid- 
ing at leaſt from the public eye their 
rude exceſſes; of giving ſome ground for 
candour, for credulity, or even for par- 
tial friendſhip to ſet her foot upon; and 
ſuppoſe that a generous ſhame, a ſpark 
of heaven-born penitence has found its 
way to their hearts? Have they ſuſpend- 
ed for a day, or for an hour, their wild 
rage of pleaſure; kept aloof from the 
reſorts of riot and bacchanal mirth ; or 
intercepted one of thoſe diverſions; 
which fatal experience proclaims to have 
miniſtered nothing to public virtue, and 
which common ſenſe muſt tell us are 
an ill comment on that national ſorrow; 
which from a profeſſed conviction of 
national fin they have ordered to go 
forth? ET IDEAS 


B 3 „ 


(AF 
ZBut we forſooth are another race of 
ten The conduct of the Great is above 
dur comprehenſion, and above our cen- 
ſure. They are to us the reprefentatives 
of God, to be worſhipped with a filent 
adoration, and viewed not with too cu- 
rious eyes. Covered with, what in an 
ordinary mortal we ſhould call, corrup- 
tion, we are to believe them immacu- 
late as the falling ſnow ; and like the 
vicegerent of God at Rome, that no in- 
donſiſtencies in their private character 
can vitiate their public functions. Or 
it may be, that initiated into the arcana 
of Government, they view religion only 
as the creature of human policy; an in- 
ſtrument of ſtate to govern that wild 
beaſt, the Mob; but think none of her 
documents to be directed to them. Vet 
when they pleaſe to give motion to this 
| inſtrument, and in the name of God 
addreſs themſelves to the people, it 
might b be 2 that the intereſts of 
religion 


— 


Sf 
religion as a popular concern would be 
reſpected by them; and if a departure 
from theGod of the Multitude, and the 
ſalutary reſtraints of religion be a ſubject 
of their profeſſed complaint, that they 
would endeavour by ſome prudent and 
ſpirited efforts to recall the people toGod 
and to their duty. Say then, in the 
whole interval between theſe two ſolemn 
meetings, has Religion with her atten- 
dant Virtue, either as a debt to God, or 
to the Public only, has ſhe to thank 
Pd: for one ſtep towards the retrieving 
her declining intereſts ? If the hold of 
religion in the minds of the people has 
been greatly weakened by the proſtitu- 
tion of Judicial Oaths; has any regula- 
tion come forth, has any plan been in- 
vited, has any intention been intimated 
by our Rulers, to leſſen this wide traffic 
of ſwearing ; of ruſhing into the diyine 
preſence on every intercourſe between 


Man and Man; and taking the laſt de- 
| B4 - poſit 


(-S- 4 
poſit of human fidelity on thoſe engage- 
ments, which may be more ſafely left 
to the natural honeſty of the human 
heart, and aſk only the meaneſt ſanctions 
of human laws? Have any additional 
fences been provided againſt the increaſ- 
ing profanation of the divine name; any 
meaſures been adopted or meditated to 
give execution to the laws which the 
_ piety of our fathers has been pleaſed to 
leave us for the diſcouragement of this 
daring outrage on the divine majeſty and 
preſence ? Has the obſervance of the 
Sabbath been more attended to; have 
thoſe indecent violations of it, which 
the ſame laws condemn, been adverted 
to by the eye of authority, and thus a 
falutary reſtraint been impoſed on the 
inſatiable avarice of one part of the com- 
munity, and the indiſcriminate diſſipa- 
tion of the other ? Has the influence of 
government interpoſed to reſtore public 
religion to her former decency, ſeriouſ- 
nhaeſß and utility? Have the Great Ones of 
. the 
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the Church, who exiſt, or ought to exiſt, 
only to ſuperintend the conduct of the 
inferior miniſters of religion, awakened 
to their important charge? Have they 
been the examples of that active miniſ- 
tration, that regular piety, that modeſt, 
humble obliging carriage which becomes 
the followers of Jeſus; and by their well- 
directed influence endeavoured to diffuſe 
the ſame character through their exten- 
five provinces? Have any holy ſynods 
been called, not to ſettle the unimpor- 
tant and unintelligible credenda, bat to 
further the practice of religion; to recall 
the lazy, the diſſipated, the abſent ſhep- 
herd to his truſt, to the care of his Flock, 
as well as the care of its Fleece? Has 
humble Worth been ſought out in her 
retirement; and where wiſdom andlearn- 
ing and virtue are of the moſt extenſive 
influence, been called to act her part in 
the church of Chriſt, and miniſter from 
the Pure love of God and Men to the 

ſalvation 
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ſal vation of ſouls? Have Magiſtrates, 
thoſe immediate depoſitaries of public 
order, law and manners, been wiſelycho- 
fen ; and the paltry view of ſerving ſome 
miniſterial purpoſe, or carrying on the 
low work of a party been chearfully ſur- 
rendered to the greater concerns of pub- 
lic ſobriety, integrity and virtue ? Have 
ourGaming Houſes, our Brothels, thoſe 
_ peſts of Society, on which ſo many 
curſes of the Parent, the Wife, the Bro- 
ther, and the Child are imprecated, been 
purſued with an honeſt diligence, with 
an honeſt vengeance; that vengeance 
which 1s due to the millions whom they 
have ſpread through the community? 
With an ill-boding eye does every friend 
of his country look on the increaſe of 
our public houſes, that abhorred means 
of bread, earned in proportion to the 
increaſe of prodigality, of idleneſs, and 
all brutal manners; yet has one penny 


(. uv } 
of revenue been generouſly yielded to 
the wiſhes of the ſober, the induſtii 


and the good; to ſtay the torrent of low 


profligacy which iſſues from theſe poi- 
ſoned ſtreams; which if not ſoon arreſted, 
threatens to leave us amidſt the moſt 
uſeful part of the community neither 
Chriſtians, nor Britons, nor Men? 


Theſe are Fa atonements which 
ſhoald have been offered to God and to 
their Country; and with this fruit 
would a fecond Public Faſt have been 
hallowed in the eyes of every friend of 
Britain. For theſe are no times of un- 
meaning parade and ſhew, if ſhew and 
parade were even decent to be acted in 
the name of religion. Our Country 


bleeds at its heart; our vices have riſen 


to their criſis; the edifice which our 
magnanimous and virtuous, and why 
ſhould I not add, our religious anceftors 
jo reared to be the bleſſing of poſterity, 
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is tumbling about our ears; and Britain, 
the envied among nations, the ſeat of 
glorious liberty, and ſcience and law, 


the refuge of the oppreſſed, the friend of 
mankind, is ſinking into ruin; her high- 


born ſpirit is already familiar with humi- 


liation, humiliation in every view, in 
her political, commercial, and humane, 


as well as religious and moral character. 


Tis not a grave face, put on at the bid- 


ding of authority, tis not a ſolemn con- 


feſſion before God, nor the muttering a 


few prayers, well or ill compoſed, which 


can reverſe this gloomy ſcene, and ſtop 


the fate of this beloved iſland. Every 


day, every hour ſhould be marked with 


ſome ſalutary proviſion, ſome vigorous 
effort againſt theſe accumulated evils; 


- and reformation ſhould have inſtantly 
followed our firſt ſupplication, if we 


hoped that the benevolent providence of 
God ſhould come in aid of our endea- 
vours. Oh ſhame to national repentance! 
| | | in 


E 
in the hour of deep diſtreſs, to proclaim 
the guilt, the general corruptionof man- 
ners which have haſtened this diſtreſs, 
and alienated God and Man from us; 
yet not move the finger of authority to- 
wards a public reformation; give no 
ground of confidence from which the 
ſtill virtuous few might look up to a God 
of righteouſneſs ; and now call us again 
to lift up the voice of wailing, and hope 
every thing from the eaſy Father of Mer- 
cies. 
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I turn my eye from ſo ſickening a 
view, and direct it to thoſe humbler 
walks of life from which every thing 
great and good has generally ſprung ; 

2 which however tainted with the general 
F] corruption, are not yet wholly to be 
1 deſpaired of; in whom inereaſing appre- 
henſions may have awakened a more 

generous ſpirit of repentance; who are 
the invigorating ſoul of the community ; 

and 
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and whoſe return to God and to their 
duty may give the law to their ſuperiors, 
and force them to aſſiſt in ſaving their 


country. 


1 vill not with you enter on the more 
invidious, becauſe more diſputable queſ- 
tion of your intermediate conduct; nor 
decide how far your laſt humiliation has 
been attended with thoſe fruits which 
can alone render it acceptable to God. 

The effects of repentance on the general 
manners of a people are not ſo obvious 
to immediate inſpection, nor to be de- 
termined from a haſty trial. It were 
to be wiſhed indeed that even iu you 
more favourable appearances had been 
found, more ſpirited exertions adapted 
to the exigencies of your country ; yet 
the very love of country, which no Bri- 
ton is willing to ſurrender, bids us hope 

well; and till truſt that a ſpirit is gone 
forth among you, which may be produc- 
tive 
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tive of thoſe effects, that are anxiouſly 


wiſhed for. To aid this ſpirit, by lay- 


ing before you plainly and ſeriouſly your 


duty, in every walk which it becomes 
me to follow you in, will employ the 


ander, of _ adders to "0G 


1 wiſh you to ene the repreſen - 
tation, which the laſt year I laid before 
you, of the deplorable eſtate of religion 
and manners amongſt us ; as the advice 
which I have now to offer you will keep 
this repreſentation in view ; the know- 


ledge of the diſorder points out the cure; 


and if you with to ſtay the impending 


ruin, your future conduct muſt be in 


directoppoſition to LA es: which alarm 
you. 


To begin then with the nobleſt of 
all duties, thoſe which have God im- 
mediately in view, and which in every 


mind are the immoveable bafis on which 


all 
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all virtue reſts. Take God into your 
thoughts, and reſpect his favour in the 


general tenour of your lives. Never loſe 


ſight of him as your Creator, Preſerver, 


Friend; as the Being who has placed 


you here; who has given you a part to 
act in this world of trial; and reſerves 


you for a world of glorious recompence, 


if you ſuſtain the character he has fitted 
you for, if you improve the advantages 
he has bleſſed you with. Wear your 


religion as your decent and beſt garb: 
not oftentatiouſly holding it up to public 


view, where religion is not the proper 
and expected dreſs; but never aſſuming 
any dreſs which ſhe diſowns ; . never 


aſhamed to bring her forth, where her 
facred intereſts are concerned; never re- 
tiring from her ſober call; never afraid 
to plead her authority, her ſtrict com- 
mands in the performance of any duty, 
or the forbearing any ſinful compliance. 
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Cheriſh the diſpenſation of Chriſ- 


tianity, as the beſt gift which a benevo- 


lent God could confer upon an ignorant 


and corrupted world ; as that blefling to 
which at this hour you are chiefly in- 
debted for every privilege you boaſt of; 

for the manly freedom of your minds, 
as well as the ſober direction of your 
| lives; for inſtructing the meaneſt, the 
moſt unlettered of you all to be wiſer 
than the wiſeſt of the heathens were; 
to know more of God, of human nature, 
of the great buſineſs of life; how to 
meet the changes of this world with a 
nobler firmneſs, which neither proſpe- 


rity can undermine, nor adverſity over- 


throw; to triumph ever death, and look 
with a more fixed and chearful hope 
into another world, than all the painful 
reſearches of unaſſiſted reaſon were ever 
capable of attaining to. Carry yourchriſ- 


tian profeſſion with that decent firmneſs, 


which its worth demands; nor ever be 


afraid 
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afraid that it will ſhrink before the face 
of infidelity ; that if it be tempered with 
that meekneſs and modeſty which it 
Gelights in, it will diſhonour you in any 
company, render leſs handſome and 
dignified any intercourſe of life, which 
demands the adherence to your chriſtian 
character. Liſten not to the doubts of 
* Preethinkers and Infidels, be not ſtag- 
ered with the difficulties which with 
a petulant and unfriendly efficiouſneſs [4 
they are ever obtruding upon weaker | 
minds; aſk them if there be not diffi- 
culties in every ſcience, which the wiſeſt 
of men have never been able to anſwer; 
and think it no ſhame to rate not your- 
ſelves with the wiſeſt; remember that 
modeſty is the virtue of a Man as well 
as of a Chriſtian, and that it is not more 
decent to give up Chriſt than God to 
every difficulty, which is infuperable 
10 your underſtanding ; tell them that 
Wiſer than either they or you have after 
the 


e 
the ſevereſt trial welcomed the religion 
of the Croſs; ingenuouſly plead your 


incapacity, and if they be fo confident 
of victory, refer them to the noblechama 


pions of your cauſe, whom they haye 


 yetdeclined to anſwer ; aſk them in fine, 
when they have triumphed over your 


of life, in all the difappointments, 
yexations and trials of this world, they 
have to ſubſtitute in its room. But be 
uſſured of this truth, that the morality 
of the Goſpel is its moſt unpardonable 
error with our faſhionable wiſe ones; 
and that from that moment in which 
you lean to their unprincipled and come 
fortleſs tenets, virtue is tottering with 
you upon her throne; that with the 
God of Jeſus Chriſt, you are ſecretly 
abandoning that Holineſs, which he 


Aue to invite you to, that mercy which 


gi of a propitious God to frail u morta« 


Ce DT lity, 


faith, what better guide in all the duties 
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( 20 ) 
lity, the ſupport of better nature, and 
the true requiem of the human ſoul in 


every hour, when no friend but God is 
to be found. 


F eed this religious, this chriſtian ſpi- 
rit by every act, which the wiſdom of 
ſcripture, or the wiſdom of ages have 
thought neceſſary to preſerve their in- 
fluence in your minds. Imitate your 


Maſter in his devotional approaches to 
the God whom he has made known to 


you, and with thoſe reverent, yet be- 
nign and fatherly views of him which 


he conſtantly maintained. Avoid the 


extremes of confidence and deſpair; nor 
ever think of God, other than as you 


would of the moſt reſpectable character 


on earth, as you would conceive of the 


moſt moral, beneficent and merciful of 


men, who ſtands in the important and 
endearing relation of a Father to a Fel- 
low-Creature. Be aſſured that devotion 
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thus conducted will be as the all- ſuſtain- 
ing ſpirit of God to you in your various 1 
walk through life, will rob you of none 1 
of its true joys, will extricate you from 
many of its entanglements, will lighten 
its cares, and give you that hope in 
death which worlds cannot purchaſe, 
which many of the proud ones of the 
earth would have given all their great- 
neſs to have found. | 


* 3 


Pay: A . tribute to the demands 
of public religion; pay it as a debt, 
which you owe to God, to yourſelves, | 
and to your Country. As religion is = 
itſelf the teſt of virtue, ſo the attendance 
on public worſhip, whatever the deli- 
cacy of ſome may ſay of it, and however 
it may be ſcandalized by the ſuperſtition 
and hypocriſy of a few, is unleſs in 
ſome ſingular inſtances, the teſt of ſin- 
cere religion. Hardly can it live where 
this is wanting ; ; and where this tribute 
C3 
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is but irregularly and imperfeRtly paid 
it is no uncharitable preſumption, that 
God and the things of religion have a 


very dubious and deſultory refidence in 
the heart. You own alſo the fitneſs of 


returning edification to creatures expoſed 


as we © are, RAE in the diſtraQtions 


beſt of Gad and of our duty! Then bear 


your teſtimony to its uſefulneſs by your 
regular preſence ; - the time which it 


demands is now brought within as mo- 


derate limits as decency and the ends of 


the inſtitution admit of; and if your 
preſence be a tribute to God, no one 
can ſay that it is too much to that Being, 
from whom he receives every thing ; if 


it be a debt of virtuous reverence to hu- 


man nature, he is more of leſs than 


man who pleads a ſuperiority to its aids; 


if it be an act of true patriotiſm; none 


who loves bis country, who wiſhes ity 


Peace "ne Happineſs, can refuſe jt to 4 
country 
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country which has nurſed him in the 


lap of liberty and law, and to whoſe 
mild and benevolent protection he wiſhes 
ta commit his offspring. In no view 
can I commend a broken attendance on 
the duties of public worſhip ; or think 
that buſineſs or pleaſure, or the ſocial 
board, or idle lounging, or diſſipation 
have any thing to plead in your juſtifi- 
cation which can look in the face the 
powerful arguments that public religion 
urges you with. But though a few of 
more cultivated minds may be able to 


anſwer to themſelves, and honeſtly avow 


that the time which they withdraw from 
theſe uſeful aſſemblies is not unprofita- 
bly ſpent ; yet ought they to dread the 
Influence of their example; they ought 
to reſpect the virtue of their fellow-crea- 
ture, which hangs perhaps upon this 
ſingle thread ; they ought to know, that 
the profligacy of the lower ranks, which 
they ſo heavily complain of, is to be 
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(24) 
referred to this neglect as its moſt fruit- 
ful ſource. They have given the leſſon 
from a conſpicuous ſtation, and may 
have to anſwer for the many whom their 


unguarded leſſon has ſeduced from reli- 


gion and her virtuous influence, 


But no example can juſtify what is 
wrong, and dangerous to the moral in- 


tereſts of any individual. Let me ad- 
Aren you all then without exception, 


and adjure you as you reſpect your God, 


yourſelves and your Country, to admit 


no encroachments on this neceſſary duty. 
Deſerted of this returning ſuccour to 
your better principles, vice of whatever 
kind will find a more eaſy admittance to 


your hearts, and ſubje& you with leſs 


reſiſtance to her deſtructive ſway. Sup- 


ported by that ſenſe of God, which you 
here bring with you into his preſence, 


and by thoſe ſentiments which the Va- 


rious duties of the ſervice cannot fail in 
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a greater or a leſs degree to ſtir within 
you, you will go ſomewhat armed into 
the world; and though not impregnable 
againft the attacks of folly and fin, yet 
be able to ſtand firm i in ſome encounters; 
and better recover your ground, if you 

have unfortunately yielded to the temp- 

ter. Withal remember you of humbler 
life, -that all is over with you, when 
once you have turned your backs on 
public religion; that profligacy has from 
that moment marked you for her own; ; 
that in no relation of life can you be ex- 
pected to anſwer the duties of it; that 
you ſtand expoſed to every ſtrong temp- 
tation; and are turned looſe like the 
wild ſons of Nature to every rade indul- 
gence. You have reaſon alſo to fear, 
leſt in ſome moment of ſurprize, under 
ſome preſſing and inviting opportunity, 
you may venture on thoſe daring crimes, 
Which 52 the ven err of law on your 
devoted 
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( 206 1. 
devoted heads, and exhibit you among 
the awful ſpectacles pt Juſtice. 


Thus guarded by religion, be 3 
to bring forth the fruits of it, all that 
Chriſtian. But eſpecially mark your ap- 
poſition to thoſe vices which are marking 
their progreſs through our country with 


ſuch ſweeping ruin; and if not arreſted by 


repentance, or ſome ſudden revolution, 


muſt bring an the laſt hour of Britain. 


Set your face againſt that ungoverned 


rage for idle amuſement, and pleafurable 


indulgence, which all ſeem to live for ; 
and which has drawn into its vortex the 
Old as well as Young, the more timid 
as well as the bolder Sex, * almoſt 


een commerce; come not 


into their diſſipated aſſemblies; follow 
the uſeful, the reputable in life; walk 
ſaberly on in the road of duty ; let your 

pleaſures 


( 87 ) 
pleaſuresbe ſimple, innocent, andmanly; 
ſuch as God and Nature have appointed 
to chear the path of life; but ever as a 
recreation, not as the buſineſs of life, 
when every other demand becomes a 
hated and a calling yoke. Know that 
God ſent you not into this world to act 
the part of Children, much leſs of Fools 
and Madmen ; and that with far other 
preparation you mult hope to pats into 
bis world beyond. Know that by ſuch 
dallianee and waſte of time, if I ſhould 
condeſcend to callit by noharther names, 
your fathers raiſed you not to that wealth 
and independance, which you thus 
poorly abuſe, nor wall you ever tranſs 
mit the ſame advantages to your Chil- 
dren; that your Anceſtors raiſed not 
your Country to that rank, which the 
has held among nations, but whom. you 
their prodigal and unambitious ſons, ave 
humbling apace, and precipitating to 

; Big 
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But will general exhortations reach you ? 
1 fear not; it is our crime perhaps to 
approach you with toodiſtant and courtly 
language, and pleaſe you at your own 
expence. I will tell you then more 
deciſively what you muſt do. Reduce 
theſe general principles to ſome determi- 
nate rule of conduct; apply them to 
your paſt actions in life; obſerve what 
they condemn, what they permit, what 
they applaud; blot the former utterly 
and reſolutely out of your future life, 
leave the ſecond to introduce themſelves 
as they may, but give the latter the full 
poſſeſſion of your hearts. Mark the 
bounds of idle, inſipid, as well as cri- 
minal indulgence; mark them with 
bold and ſtrong outlines; and ſay inflexi- 
bly to yourſelves, thus far will I ge, and 
no further. Separate from tlie beſotted 
herd, aſſociate with the wiſe, the active, 
the uſeful, and the good, and in their 
coꝶyerſe or decent relaxations find a 
manly 
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manly and invigorating refreſhment from 
the honourable cares of life. 


Perhaps the veteran T riſes ak Sin- 
ners are without the reach of reproof; 
they cannot, or they will not adopt 
theſe ſober directions. I turn then to 
the Young, I fear not the boil of your 
youthful paſſions ; a generous warmth 
as yet undirected in the courſe it ſhall 
take, is the ſubje& of impreſſion. On 
you the hopes of your Country are fixed; 
and yeu muſt decide its recovery, or 
utter ruin. The field of ambition lies 
before you; make your choice; look 
on the idlers and fools, and madmen 
who have trampled on the character of 
Britain, and imitate them if you dare. 
Turn to the page of hiſtory ; obſerve 


what has dignified, exalted, and bleſt 


a country ; and find if you can in theſe 
puny, effeminate, diſſolved things, 

whoſe very vices manhood ſcorns, any 
Z lng 
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thing that reſembles a Hampden, Syd 
ney, Falkland, Locke, thoſe great and 
venerable names of Engliſh Story. 
Would you act their glorious deeds, 
- would you join the virtuous, the patriot 
band? Ariſe then, and be doing, and 
the Lord be with you! Whatever be 
your ſphere of life, have Tomething 
active, uſeful, manly, virtuous 2iways 
before you; tread with a gallant ſcorn 
vn all diſſolute pleaſure as you would on 
your foe in the day of your Country's 
battle; and remember that hiſtory re- 
cords no name on the leaf of honour, 
which has not ſacrificed pleaſure to duty, 
which has not proved its magnanimity 
by ſelf-denial. You have two enemies 
to fear, the gay paſſions of your age, and 
the ſeducing Companion, who wiſhes 
to add ydu to the riotous herd, whom 
paſſion has humbled to her will. The 
latter you may in a moment be protected 


againſt ; a manly No deeides theconteſt; 
1 and 


(7. 
and if you are not capable of uttering 
this No, religion, and virtue and your 
country have no advice to give you. 
But the enemy within you, requires a 
conſtant eye to be ever on your defence, 
2 vigorous and unremitted oppoſition, 
and all the aids which a ſenſe of God, a 
virtuous determination, the ſociety of 
the wiſe and good, a field of conſtant, 
uſeful, reputable employ, the repelling 
the tedium of a ſolitary hour with ſome 
intereſting and inſtructive author, and 
the opening your whole boſom to the 
mildly ſweet and conſtant joy of domeſtic 
manners, can furniſh you with. 


I return to my general addreſs ; Aſſort 
with no profeſſed Gameſters, , thoſe 
wretches, who are more contemptible 
than the open votaries of pleaſure; who 
fatten on the ſpoils of induſtry; whom 
the induſtrious hive ought to caſt forth 
as its c ing * who as if the 
natural 


„ 
natural paſſions and vices of man were 
not ſufficient for his undoing, have 
found this way to give the laſt ſtab to 
wounded duty, to their expiring coun- 
try. I have heard it ſmartly ſaid, that 
gaming is only a transfer of property 
from the Fool to the Knave, wo gene- 
rally makes a better uſe of it; but if a 
miſerable waſte of money be the charac- 
ter of folly, the Fool fits the gameſter 
as well as the Knave. Yet though it 
were otherwiſe, wiſdom will not coun- 
tenance the preying on the weakneſs of 
a fellowcitizen ; and ſober Law in many 
fimilar inſtances knows to hold a diffe- 
rent language, nor will ſcruple to bang 
the Knave from a compaſſionate tender- 
neſs to the Fool. The moſt. general 
vehicle /of this deſtroying vice had an 
origin prophetic of its future applica- 
tion; Cards were invented for the re- 
creation of a Royal Ideot, and if ſome 


ſtop. be not put to their progreſs, t they 
1 will 
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will make Ideots of us all. Forgive me 
if I be warm! You know I ſpeak the 
words of irritated truth, that truth 
which our exceſſes, our ruinous exceſſes 
will not ſuffer with honeſty to be con- 
cealed. Gently to touch every harſh 
and unpleaſing ſtring were the eafier 
taſk, and ſend you away with not one 
impreſſion beyond the door which re- 
turns you back into the world. But I 
hope we were not ſummoned to act this 
Baby part; at leaſt, if I muſt addreſs 
you on the ſad ſubject of national ſin, 
I owe it to you and to myſelf to attempt 
ſomething more deciſive. To trifle with 


ſuch calamities as our country is ſinking 


under, is to take a part in its crimes, and 
ſend up that report of myſelf to God, 
which I dare not venture upon. As a 
paſtime for the Old; whoſe infirmities 
unfit them for a more active and repu- 
table uſe of time; as a relaxation of 
a domeſtic hour, when the buſineſs of 
LE the 
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the day and the duties of domeſtic 


economy are diſcharged; perhaps in 


large and mixed aſſemblies ; but always 


at decent hours, and with much tem- 
perance both of time and of the mo- 


ney which is hazarded, it may be inno- 


cent; and with this temperate uſe of it, 
he muſt be a cynic who would drag it 
into public view. But to look up to it, 
as the one pleaſure to which our heart 
is tuned; as the moſt intereſting buſineſs 
for which we live; to ſacrificeat its ſhrine 
our fortunes, our tempers, perhaps our 
integrity, and all the ſober exemplary 
duties of life; to teach this death of time, 
of uſeful "ep occupation to our Youth 
and Maide d, is the exceſs which raiſes 
it intoa formidable crime; that crime 
which is not the leaſt among the group, 
that at this moment is laying waſte 
our country. If you wiſh therefore to 


arreſt the growing evil, you muſt each 
3 ſtand 
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35) 
ſtand up againſt it, and take upon yours 
ſelves that marked and determined line of 
conduct, which can give no coufitenince 
to vicious exceſs. If you fear yourſelves; 
ſet your foot on it altogether; if you 
are capable of the more thagnanimous 
part, be examples of ſelf- command and 
moderatibri. But be ſteady and inflexi- 
ble in the fules which you preſcribe ts 
yourſelves; indulge to no unſeaſonable 
hours, no wanton ſport of that property; 
which whether you can fpare dr no; 
may provoke the avarice, break the tem- 
per, or ruin the peace of others; in fine 
give no encoutagement to thoſe faſſiion- 
able aſſemblies, which are publickly 
inſtituted for this ſhameful traffic; which 
throw open their doors to every charac- 
ter; which invite to their deſtructive 
lure, thoſewho under domeſtic manage- 
ment might be trained up to the moſt 
uſeful and honourable ftations in life. 
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(5) 
I have hut one more danger to guard 
vou againſt, and that is, a tame ſubmiſ- 


Hon to Cuſtom and Faſhion. But you 


think it beneath the dignity of eur ſub- 
ject to attend to ſo inſignificant an enemy. 
I wiſh ſhe were ſo, and that ſhe had 
ever kept within her proper province of 
dreſs and ceremony; no one would have 


thought her worth a notice in the ac- 


count of dangerous crimes. But ſhe has 
long ſtepped without theſe moderate 
bounds ; ſhe has aſſumed the port of a 
fovereign tyrant; and uſurped a domi- 


nion over every path of human conduct, 


though to ſubmit to her capricious and 

intolerant will be the leaſt excuſable 
weakneſs to which a human being can 
ſurrender himſelf. -Þ hardly know-how 
to give advice on this fubje& ; fince he 
whocan yield his honour, his conſcience 
and his God from no other motive than 
example, may be thought to have no 
principle left, to which advice can ap- 
0 | ply 
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ply itlelf; - while if other inſtructions: 
have reached his heart, and he have 


acquired the maſtery of his paſſions and 


luſts, it may be thought a mockery to 


call him to the frivolous reſiſtance of 

faſhionable compliance. But experience 

ſpeaks a different language; Faſhion has 
aided every bad inclination of the heart, 


and by herinſinuating addreſstriumphed 
over thoſe whom Vice in an uglier form 
would have found no acceſs to. Life 
is pregnant with examples, wherein we 


ſee men not ſtrongly tempted by the 


violence of their paſſions, whom better 
nature intended to do well, who are able 
to enjoy the pleaſures of a religious and 


virtuous life, yet from the ſingle power 


of cuſtom and example daily tranſgref- 


which they acknowledge to be their 


higheſt praiſe, ſeeming to be what they 
condemn; feigning a reliſh for thoſe cri- 
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be thought ſingular in the very thing 
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minal pleaſures, which they have no joy 


in; and affecting an indifference to thoſe 


ſentiments and actions, which in the 
cloſet they acknowledge to be the only 
ſource of ſelf- congratulation. Faſhion- 


able example is therefore no ſuch trifling 
enemy, but holds a very diſtinguiſhed 


rank among thoſe which we have to 


guard againſt in our moral warfare, and 


leagued as it is with every vicious paſ- 
fion, demands our moſt ſerious notice. 
It ſteals upon us without exciting any 
alarming apprehenſions; it comes in a 
flattering and deceitful form; it calls 
itſelf good nature, a polite and courtly 
_ acquieſcence with the taſte of the world; 
but like theevil fiend, who in thediſguiſe 


of an angel broke into the paradiſe of our 


firſt Parents, it ſoan betrays itſelf by its 
effects. It firſt teaches us to know in- 


ward diſcontent, and whatever good hu- 


mour we may affect in the face of the 
; wong, ſends us home uneaſy and out of 
humour 
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humour with ourſelves; we loſe the re- 
liſh for private meditation or calm do- 
meſtic enjoyment; we fly for relief to 
the very cauſe from which our malady 
ſprings; we plunge deeper and deeper 
in criminal indulgences, till habit makes 


them neceſſary, and we become eminent 


in vices, to which the kind hand of na- 
ture had given us no propenſity. 

But how do Idare to ſpeakdiſreſpect- 
fully of Faſhion, the Idol before which 
every knee is bended ; which has ſuper- 
ſeded every obligation; given a currency 
to every character; and lulled the human 


kind in an inſipid uniformity ? Why! a 
Chriſtian Miniſter dare, or ought todare, 
to ſpeak any thing which truth, religion, 


virtue, and the happineſs of his Fellow- 


creature requires of him; and fo far as I 
can ſee, not one of theſe intereſts hag 
any reaſon to ſpeak well of Faſhion. She 
has almoſt baniſhed manly ſcience out of 
converſation, and annihilated one great 
fourceof rational improvement, byoblig- 
D 2 
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ing. thoſe who enter a faſhionable circle 
to leave their wiſdom and their know- 
ledge at the door. Has religion profited 
under the hand of this tyrant? Let the 

empty ſeats in our places of public wor- 
ſhip, the coldneſs of our Prieſts, the de- 


clining ſtate of private and domeſtic de- 


votion among our laity, and the nume- 
rous examples of infidelity and deiſm give 
the anſwer ! But will Virtue take her 
by the hand, and own her for her friend? 
Alas! ſhe has a melancholy tale to tell; 
and is grieved to find in this enlightened 


and chriſtian land, that many of the 


vices to which the New Teſtament bars 
the gates of heaven, leave not a ſtain in 
faſhionable life. Surely then the hap- 
pineſs of individuals, of families, and of 
our country will make a large atonement 
for theſe ſubjects of complaint! O yes! 
the diſſipation of time, of fortune, and 
of character, the deſertion of families 
aud a domeſtic manners, the profligate 

character 


( 42 J 
character of our youth, the unmatron= 
like education of our maids, the bank< 
ruptcies of our tradeſmen, the wringing 


wantsof many a ſhowy houſe, the hourly 


victims to diſhoneſty and proſtitution 
which the imitatiens of faſhionable life 
occaſion, the ſcattered fortunes of our 
gentry, the daring corruption of our ſe- 
nates, with whom all that is valuable to 
a Briton is depoſited, have made a glo- 
rious addition to the happineſs of private 
and public life! If the rage of Faſhion 
have produced theſe effects, who in his 
ſober ſenſes can ſpeak well of her? As a 
Man, aCitizen, and a Chriſtian, I'would 
rather ſee my country emerging out of 
the foreſt, and laboriouſly moving on- 
wards in the flow progreſs towards civi- 


lization and rational improvement, than 


making a gaudy figure at the expence of 
every thing that can dignify human na- 


ture, bleſs eee e * look * to 


God fer favour. | 
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But who ſhall ſtop this all deſtroying 


7 ruin? That is the part of us all. The 
time aſſuredly is ripe for the beſt and ſo- 
bereſt endeavours of every one of us. 


Individuals, Families, our Country and 
Religion are feeling to their very vitals 


the miſchief of this univerſal paſſion, I 
might have diſmiſſed you without enter- 
ing on this obnoxious topic, and ſo I 
might deal with you on every ſubject; 
amuſing you with every truth, but that 
which comes home to your feeling and 
experience. But I verily believe that at 
this day there ſtands not a more formi- 
dable foe in the way of all that is tempe- 
rate, innocent, and good, than the evil 
which I have wiſhed to expoſe to you, 


I wonder whence comes this paſſion for 
being all of one mould! Nature never 


taught it us; ſhe has made us alike 
neither in our bodies, nor our minds. 
The Creation of God does not teach it 
us; there an inexhauſted and almoſt 
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| fifcordant variety Rl the beauty 
which comes from God. It is the trick 
of little and debaſed minds, who cannot 
ſoar to any glorious height, and there- 
| fore confederate to bring the Great and 
Good down to their own vulgar level, 
Fye upon this ſameneſs | It ſpoils our 
forms, it cramps our genius, it dulls 
our taſte, it ſtiffens our movements, it 
levels our minds, it ſtrangles origina- 
bty, it gives a flatneſs, an inſipidity, 
an ungracefulneſs, a littleneſs to all we 
do. Be above this ſervility then even 
in ſmaller matters, in the ornamental 
as well as the higher concerns of life; 
have a taſte, a ſentiment of your own; 
and think it rather a diſgrace to wear 
| the livery of the herd. Put no ſhackles 
on a free- born mind; however light, 
they are ſhackles ſtill; and if you can 
ſubmit to wear them at the caprice 
and humour of the tyrant, ſhe = 
ing {ome eaſy and pliant hour, 
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(4) 
which you will yield to greater impoſi- 
tions. Be as courteous,” affable, good- 
natured, civil as you pleaſe: to be this 
claims a better name than Faſhion, it is 


to be a Chriftian in his moſt engaging 
dreſs; but ever know the line which 


ſeparates compliance from weakneſs, and 
conformity from vice; amidft all allure- 
ments and examples ever know the line 
which the government of your own 
minds, the œconomy of your fortunes, 


the debt to your families, the wiſe, ſo- 


ber, virtuous, religious education of 


your children, and a continual attention 


to the favour of God in all the improve- 
ments of the chriſtian life, while this 
fleeting life is paſſing: over you, forbid 
you to go beyond. To him who thus 


overcometh in all that is decent, manly, 


patriotic, and chriſtian, it ſhall be given 
to eat of the Tree of Life, which is in 
the midſt of the garden of God. 
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But have we. Br duties to pers 
enn Does the mourning Genius of 
Britain aſł nothing more of her repentant 
Sons than the virtues of private life? 
Alas! I fear, ſhe ſpeaks no more to us; 
ſhe is fled, fled to the Child of our bettet 
days; and has no fur cher concern for us 
than the providing an aſylum for thoſe, 
in whom the ſpirit of virtuous liberty 
ſtill lives. I think no more of thee, my 
Country, than as of the venerable Dead; 
the proceedings of the preſent——— are 
the laſt actof public ſhame, and can only 
beequalled by the inſenſibilityof the na- 
tion. But if you, my friends, hope bets 
ter; know that I have given you. Every 

advice, which, unleſs the Avenger of 
erimes have decreed otherwiſe, can ſtay 
the fate of Britain. Give then the virtues 
which I have recommended to you their 
full ſcope, and be as far removed from 
public, as from private ſhame, In,every 

act vieh your country aſlæs of you, be 
obſtinately 


"os OD 
vbltinately upright; do nothing which 
you would bluſh to aſſociate with the 

memory of your glorious anceſtors. A 
long and melancholy trial has diſcrimi- 
= nated friend from foe; the former aſk 
all your favour, your ſupport, and 
But why do I hold this language! Will 
the timid boſom of Luxury and Vicious 
indulgence receive the ſtern, ſelf-denying 
virtues of an Old Briton? No! the hand 
of the many is againſt us; and however 
the few may be diſpoſed, they have no- 
thing now before them but to do the 
_ everlaſting duties of a Man and of a 
Chriſtian; to take no part in public 
crime; to have none of this dread account 
to anſwer for at the tribunal of God; to 
wait in awful filence the burſt of the ga- 
thering ſtorm, and fave themſelves for a 
world of virtuous reward. Thus doin 2 
you are prepared for every eharacter 
which you can be called to ſuſtain; to 
aid even your country, it any encoutage- 
* | ment 
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1 
ment ſhould invite you; if the ſtill walks 
of private life ſhould be found to con- 
tain more of her true and zealous friends 
than the preſent face of things announces. 


In how many ways as friends to God 
and Virtue may we do that ſervice, which 
this day invites to, if it have any honeſt 
meaning; but whether it have or no, 
which our Country pathetically aſks at 


our hands! As Maſters of families with 


what a commanding influence on man- 
ners might we act, if we were determin- 
ed to help forward the glorious work 


of reformation ! How many might we 


teach, almoſt compel to liſt under the 
banners of religion and goodneſs, if we 
ſeriouſly propoſed” it to ourſelves! We 
aſſociate for party views; how much 
more noble in the thinking and uncor- 


rupted to affociate for the maintenance 
of public order, decorum, virtue and 


piety; to lay down rules for the govern- 


ment 
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of the good, and the diſcountenancing 
| of the idle and vicious.—Ye Magiſtrates 


Tis for this ſalutary purpoſe. that you 


turn for the truſt it has repaſed; You 
are the guardians; of public decency, 


t your better Will, you are anſwerable 


Whence is it. then, that the Name of 


FP 48 J 
ment of PRE OD, for their intercourſe 
with ſocial life, for the encouragement 
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1 call the laſt on you ! your Country aſks 
your aid; and the nobleſtexerciſe of your 
dignity is to promote the intereſts which 
are dear to God and to Public Happineſs 


are raiſed above your fellows, and many 
important powers committed into your 
bands by that Community which de- 
mands a generous and. magnanimous re- 


and where the daws have given efficacy 


for thoſe violatiens, Which vou do not 


God and his Terrors are bandied about in 
our: ſtreets: by every light and ſcurrilous 


tongue, and the very ears of magiſtracy 
3 inſulted 


( 49 ) 
inſulted with the horrid ſounds? Whence 
the harefaced profanations of the day 
which is conſecrated to religious and vir- 
tuous inſtruction ? Whence the unre- 
ſiſted ruin that is ſpread for our youth 
in Gaming - houſes and Brothels? 
Whence the more ample ruin that ſprings 
out of the diſorder of Public-Houſes; 
whence the yearly addition which is 
made to them ; though every one is an 
additional ſnare to the ſobriety, induſtry 
and virtue of that numerous and reſpec- 
table order of the community, which 
| ſhelters, clothes, and feeds you all? Is 
it that you know not of theſe abuſes ; 
that of all your felow-citizens they are 
concealed from you alone, who are the 
Eyes of the Public; or that you only 
ceaſe to know them, when you are ap- 
pointed to their correction and puniſh- 
ment? How theſe evils are to be redreſs- 
ed, is not for me to ſay ; but J will tell 
you, that every good man devoutly 

E wiſhes 
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| wiſhes their redreſs, and that over all 
theſe intereſts the Laws have ordered 


you to preſide, Shall I tell you further, 


that you are afraid of ſingularity, of giv- 
ing offence by the impartial execution 
of your office ? But to be ſingular in uſe- 


ful good, to give offence to none but 


Evil-doers, or thoſe who have a wicked 
intereſt in what is bad, is the very glory 
and perfection of the character with 


which you are inveſted. He who in this 


important truſt dares to ſhrink from his 
poſtfor ſuch puny fears, oughtnot to have 


ſtood forth to the public view; he ought 
not to have received the charge which his 
pufillanimity betrays. Will you dare to 
urge this plea before the great Magiſtrate 


of the Univerſe; when as the miniſters 


of heaven for good, you ſhall be arraigned 
for your neglect of duty, for the little 
influence which your public ſtation has 
had in ſtaying the torrent of impiety and 


vice? In that day you will find that fin- 


gularity 


— 


( 5⁴ Jy | 
gularity in his ſervice, and the having 
dreaded nooffence ſo much as the having 


offended him, will be the beſt plea which 


you can bring before his ce tri- 
bunal X. 


I have done; I hope I have for ever 
done with the painful, the invidious of- 
fice of ſearching into the public calami- 
ties and crimes, and being the monitor 
to you of that, duty which God and your 
Country aſk from you. Half doubting 
the propriety of my compliance, I have 
appeared to ſatisfy the public will, and 
the importunity of my beſt and ſobereſt 
friends. But no future timecan ſuggeſt 
any new advice, any ſtronger motives 

than what the preſent holds forth to you. 

I have ſaid what appeared to be my duty, 

I have diſcharged my conſcience, which 

I will frankly tell you, is before even 

| you 

»The greater part of the Magiſtrates of Notting- 
ham are the accuſtomed hearers of the preacher. 
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you in my efteem, The event is now 
left to yourſelves ; and I have only from 
henceforth to aſſiſt it by that general 
inſtruction which is the orderly buſineſs 
of my profeſſion. In this way it will 
ever be my pleaſure to meet you; and my 
hope, that however confined my path 
in life, T may be of more real ſervice to 
you and to our country, than many of 
the towering Sons of Ambition. 


Ariſe then, and be e doing, and the Lord 
wh with you! ATE; 


FINIS. 


